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By the mid-1960s, Reese was president 

of the Dallas County Voters League 
and was also a local teacher who pre-
sided over the Selma Teachers Associa-
tion. Discouraged by Selma’s efforts to 
hinder voter registration for African 
Americans, Reverend Reese advocated 
that the teachers press to make sure 
that the students actually went to reg-
ister to vote. 

Reese invited Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and members of the 
SCLC to lead Selma’s voting rights 
protest. King’s staff helped organize 
months of demonstrations in Selma, 
with Reverend Reese’s assistance. 

Reverend Reese is a historical figure 
of modern history known for his sup-
port of the civil rights and voting 
rights movement. Reverend Reese rose 
to national prominence as a civil rights 
leader after Selma’s ‘‘Bloody Sunday.’’ 
He later marched with Dr. King from 
Selma to Montgomery as an advocate 
of voting rights. 

Reverend Reese was born November 
28, 1929. A believer in education, Rev-
erend Reese graduated from Alabama 
State University and Livingston Uni-
versity, and also attended Southern 
University, the University of Alabama, 
and Auburn University before receiving 
his doctorate of divinity from Selma 
University. 

Reverend Reese has served the Selma 
and Dallas County community faith-
fully for over six decades, and his ex-
emplary work and commitment to so-
cial justice is well-known. Notably, 
Reverend Reese has never left his be-
loved community of Selma, where he 
helped to make it a center for the vot-
ing rights movement in the 1960s. 

He remains active today, and he is 
known for saying that his fight today 
is to get young people to realize that 
the movement is still continuing. ‘‘I 
tell young people,’’ he said, ‘‘that they 
cannot rest on our victories. We have 
to remain committed. That means reg-
istering to vote and participating in 
what this country has to offer. That 
means making a difference to others.’’ 

Reverend Reese has stated that he 
marched so that everyone, regardless 
of color, could become a first-class cit-
izen in America. Reverend Reese knows 
that you have to stand for what you be-
lieve in. He became nationally known 
for his beliefs and inspired others to 
stand as well. 

Reverend Reese has remained com-
mitted to education and service. He be-
came a principal in Selma, as well as a 
city council member, serving for over 
12 years on the Selma City Council. He 
also ran for mayor in 1984 and led a 
campaign to motivate Walmart execu-
tives to hire African Americans as 
store managers. 

In 2000, he was honored for his civil 
rights work by having a stretch of 3 
miles of U.S. Highway 80, which was 
where he led the Montgomery to Selma 
March, named after him. It is now 
known as the Frederick Douglas Reese 
Parkway. The FDR Christian Academy 
in Indiana is also dedicated to him. 

Reverend Reese has been a pastor of 
Selma’s Ebenezer Baptist Church since 
1965. Although he is retired from teach-
ing, he is still very much active in Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church, where he serves 
as the head minister emeritus and de-
livers a sermon each and every week. 

On behalf of the Seventh Congres-
sional District, the State of Alabama, 
and this Nation, during this Black His-
tory Month, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in acknowledging and cele-
brating the accomplishments of Rev-
erend Dr. Frederick Douglas Reese 
from Selma, Alabama. 

f 

THE PATIENT OPTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BROUN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
as the truth of ObamaCare continues to 
come out, we see that the promises of 
this administration are just not fac-
tual. 

ObamaCare is crushing our economy. 
It is killing jobs, and it is hurting 
hardworking Americans and family 
businesses the most. 

There is a solution. It is called the 
Patient OPTION Act. It is H.R. 2900. It 
repeals ObamaCare in full, and it re-
places it with free market, patient-cen-
tered reforms. 

The Patient OPTION Act is a set of 
reforms that will revitalize American 
health care, not through government 
interference but by giving doctors and 
patients full control over their dollars 
and their decisions. In fact, it is the 
only health care plan that completely 
removes bureaucrats from everyone’s 
personal health care decisions. 

The Association of American Physi-
cians and Surgeons has endorsed the 
bill, and now FreedomWorks is stand-
ing behind the OPTION Act as well. In 
fact, FreedomWorks said: ‘‘The OP-
TION Act stands as the best conserv-
ative health care reform package yet 
released, and it should be considered 
for a vote as the House votes on alter-
natives to ObamaCare.’’ 

While ObamaCare continues down the 
path of destruction and failure, the OP-
TION Act stands ready to provide 
health care relief that the American 
people want and need. 

The Patient OPTION Act will make 
health insurance cheaper for everyone, 
so that most Americans can buy health 
insurance that they need at a price 
that they can afford. It will provide ac-
cess to good quality health care for all 
Americans, no matter what a person’s 
financial status is or even if they have 
preexisting conditions, and it will save 
Medicare from going broke. 

I urge the House to vote on the Pa-
tient OPTION Act so we may put the 
final nail into the coffin that is 
ObamaCare and move towards real pa-
tient-centered care. 

I finally urge the American people to 
contact their Congressmen and their 
Senators to cosponsor the bill and de-
mand from leadership a vote in the 

U.S. House and the Senate on the Pa-
tient OPTION Act. 

Through the voice of We the People, 
the strongest political force in Amer-
ica, we can repeal ObamaCare and re-
place it with true health care reforms 
that will make health insurance more 
affordable and accessible for everyone. 

I hope that the American people and 
my colleagues will look toward the OP-
TION Act as an example of what real 
patient-centered health care and insur-
ance looks like and bring this bill be-
fore the House and the Senate for a 
vote immediately. 

f 

PRESS FREEDOM DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to call attention to the 
continued imprisonment of journalists 
in Egypt, and to restrictions on press 
freedoms worldwide. 

Al Jazeera, the news network, has 
called today, Thursday, February 27, 
Press Freedom Day. Reporters in more 
than 30 cities around the world, includ-
ing in Washington, D.C., and San Fran-
cisco, are holding vigils to remember 
all the journalists currently at risk 
from governments that restrict the 
most valuable of international rights: 
the right to a free press and to freedom 
of speech. 

The military-led government of 
Egypt has engaged in wholesale repres-
sion of the media, especially outlets 
thought to be sympathetic to the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, since overthrowing 
President Mohamed Morsi in June 2013. 

b 1030 
This repression culminated with the 

arrest of three Al Jazeera employees on 
December 29, 2013. On that day, Egyp-
tian authorities arrested three employ-
ees of Al Jazeera and accused them of 
‘‘spreading lies harmful to State secu-
rity and joining a terrorist group.’’ 

Another 20 journalists were pros-
ecuted this year for ‘‘airing false 
news,’’ among other apparently 
meritless charges. 

Today, four Al Jazeera reporters are 
currently being detained in Egypt in 
the Tora Prison compound for their re-
porting from Egypt. They are charged 
with being members of the organiza-
tions on which they were reporting, a 
charge that Al Jazeera and other inter-
national media organizations and press 
protection groups have rejected. 

Peter Greste, Al Jazeera English’s 
Nairobi-based correspondent; Moham-
med Fahmy, their senior producer in 
Egypt; and Baher Mohamed, their pro-
ducer in Egypt, are all being held in 
one small cell in Egypt at that prison 
under difficult and, to put it gently, 
Spartan conditions. 

They are allowed out of their cell for 
only 1 hour a day, and they have been 
detained since December 29. They had 
been separated, but I would thank the 
Egyptian authorities for at least bring-
ing them together, so they can at least 
lean on each other for support. 
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Abdullah al-Shami, the Al Jazeera 

Arabic correspondent, has been held 
since August of 2013 and has been on a 
hunger strike, protesting his detention 
since January. Their families in Aus-
tralia, Canada, and Egypt are working 
tirelessly for their freedom. 

I can empathize with the fear and 
concern their families face each day, 
worrying about the physical and men-
tal health of their loved ones. 

Locking up reporters has never 
stopped the world from finding out 
what is going on in a country, particu-
larly in this modern world. 

Egypt is a proud nation with a proud 
history and has been a longtime ally of 
the United States of America. The 
Egyptian people, regardless of which 
government, party, or individuals they 
support, have made it clear: their 
choice is one of democracy and free-
dom. 

For those goals to be achieved, free-
dom of the press and freedom of speech 
must be respected and promoted. I en-
courage the Egyptian Government and 
the Egyptian judiciary to immediately 
release these four journalists, as well 
as all other journalists currently de-
tained, and to allow all members of the 
news media to operate in an unre-
stricted environment that is free from 
harassment, censorship, and arbitrary 
arrest and detention. 

As White House spokesman Jay Car-
ney has said: 

The restrictions on freedom of expression 
in Egypt are a concern, and that includes the 
targeting of Egyptian and foreign journalists 
and academics simply for expressing their 
views. 

Earlier this month, I sent a letter 
signed by 15 Members of the Congress, 
urging the Secretary of State to take 
immediate action to help secure the re-
lease of these journalists in Egypt; and 
as Egypt struggles to find its identity, 
it is important for the international 
community to remind the Egyptian 
leadership—and all world leaders—of 
the need for a free press. 

The imprisonment and prosecution of 
journalists sends a clear and ongoing 
message of harassment and intimida-
tion to all journalists in Egypt. Free 
those journalists. A free society re-
quires a free press. 

f 

OBAMACARE IS OFF THE MARK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, if you thought the Obama ad-
ministration’s rollout of 
www.healthcare.gov was bad, believe it 
or not, it got worse for another section 
of our citizens. 

Back in Michigan, the Second Dis-
trict is home to a higher number of 
Latino citizens than any other congres-
sional district in the State of Michi-
gan; and like thousands of other resi-
dents across Michigan, Hispanic 
Michiganians are forced to deal with 
higher costs, the potential loss of their 

doctor, and canceled insurance policies 
all because of ObamaCare. These citi-
zens are in need of the same informa-
tion that we are all in search of. 

Well, after being delayed for more 
than 2 months, the administration fi-
nally unveiled its Spanish language 
Web site, cuidadodesalud.gov, that con-
tained an embarrassing amount of 
Spanglish. Even I couldn’t come up 
with that much Spanglish. 

Frankly, it is insulting that the ad-
ministration would simply make up 
words, rather than provide an accurate 
translation of the President’s signature 
achievement. 

One friend made the humorous obser-
vation that it is just as bad in Spanish 
as it is in English, and nobody can 
work with it in Spanish either. 

Well, Latinos are more adversely im-
pacted in many ways by soaring pre-
miums because the median age of the 
Hispanic population is actually 10 
years younger than the national aver-
age; therefore, they are seeing these 
premiums soar, as it shifts those costs 
to younger Americans. 

It is predicted that younger citizens 
are the very folks who are needed to 
sign up for this program in order to 
make it actuarially sound, but these 
are the same folks who are not doing so 
right now. 

The focus of the debate, instead, 
needs to be on patient-centered solu-
tions that not only lower costs, but de-
liver high-quality care to more citi-
zens, none of which, unfortunately, 
ObamaCare actually does. I believe it 
is time to repeal and replace this failed 
policy. 

You know, Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans have led with numerous op-
tions, such as the Patient OPTION Act, 
as Dr. BROUN was just talking about; 
Dr. PRICE of Georgia; Dr. BENISHEK of 
my home State of Michigan; the Re-
publican Study Committee plan—a 
number of plans are out there that 
have been proposed that I think would 
be a far better solution to those things 
that we can all agree on: having great-
er access for more people at a lower 
cost. 

But I think one thing we can all 
agree on in any language is that 
ObamaCare is off the mark. 

f 

THE HOMELESS MIDDLE CLASS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about the hardworking 
Americans who are being left behind in 
this country. Some sectors of our econ-
omy are recovering from the great re-
cession, but not all boats are rising, 
not even close. 

I recently spent a night in a homeless 
shelter and was dismayed that it was 
filled with members of the middle class 
and that earning above the minimum 
wage did not protect them from having 
to share a dorm room with dozens of 
other people. 

The reality is a subclass of workers 
has emerged who do play by the rules 
and work hard, but find that they are 
literally only one step away from liv-
ing on the streets by a single medical 
emergency or a slow day, if you are 
working for tips at $2.13 an hour. They 
work full time; but after putting in a 
full day, they go home to a homeless 
shelter. 

We interact with these people every 
day. They take our food orders; they 
fix our cars and bag our groceries. 
They aren’t looking for handouts or be-
grudging the success of others, but are 
simply trying to meet their basic 
needs. They face huge obstacles in find-
ing a home in housing markets where 
rental costs have escalated beyond 
their reach. 

Working 40 hours a week used to 
mean a minimum standard of living 
and a foothold on the first rung of the 
economic ladder to the middle class, 
but not anymore. 

Let me tell you about some of their 
stories. One woman I spoke to was 
working at a Safeway in the bakery de-
partment. Her husband was working at 
OfficeMax in the warehouse. They were 
full-time wage earners, and they were 
living in a homeless shelter because 
they had to put together so much 
money for the first and last month’s 
rent. 

No one should be forced to live in 
shelters while they are working full 
time; but according to the National 
Center on Family Homelessness, 29 per-
cent of the homeless in this country 
have jobs. 

Let me tell you who else populates 
homeless shelters: veterans. That 
night, I listened to several veterans 
battling PTSD. One Iraq veteran who 
saw heavy combat said he once had a 
six-figure job in a Silicon Valley com-
pany before falling prey to drugs and 
alcohol. 

We talked for a long time, as he slow-
ly and haltingly unfolded his story 
about the worst side of battle that tor-
ments him to this day. He said: My 
country forced me to do terrible 
things. 

Another veteran said she was raped 
while serving, but was eventually dis-
honorably discharged for admitting she 
was gay during the Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell policy days. Her life has spiraled 
down since then. 

A single mother with four children at 
another shelter I visited told me she 
was hastily evicted when the unit she 
rented was deemed illegal by housing 
authorities. Her $19 an hour job made 
her too rich for child care assistance, 
forcing her into homelessness. By the 
way, the father is nowhere to be found 
to pay child support. 

After listening to the hardships of 
working families, veterans, and single 
mothers, I left the next day, com-
mitted to doing more. We should all be 
doing more in Congress. We should all 
be spending a night in a homeless shel-
ter in our districts to hear the stories 
of our constituents; or just spend a few 
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